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41 January 9, 1903 

ber, and caused 37 deaths. Cases of acute diseases of the respiratory 
organs were likewise more numerous, and claimed 71 victims. There 
were registered 4 deaths from influenza. Consumption caused 87 deaths, 
a considerable increase over the figures of the foregoing week. Cases 
of measles were more numerous, of scarlet fever less frequent, the former 
causing 6, the latter 4 deaths. The number of cases of diphtheria 
remained the same, 2 of them ending in death. Six persons died by 
violence, this being the lowest number of any week during the present 
quarter. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta during the week ended November 15, 
6 persons died of plague and 24 persons died of cholera. 

Cholera. 

Turkey. — According to a report from Amman, dated November 25, 
there were registered on that date 13 new cases of cholera (5 among the 
railroad workmen and 8 among the inhabitants), with 8 deaths (2 
among railroad workmen and 6 among the inhabitants). 

According to the sixth official bulletin (dated December 2), regarding 
cholera in Palestine, there were registered between November 24 and 
November 30, in Jaffa, 135 cholera cases with 56 deaths ; in Hauran, 42 
cases between November 18 and November 28. In Sazkie (Djeblia), 
according to a telegram dated November 25, there occurred during the 
last forty days, 200 cases of cholera with 70 deaths. According to the 
sixth bulletin, published up to December 2, there occurred therefore 
192 deaths from cholera in Jaffa, 188 deaths in Tiberias, and in other 
places in Palestine 1,820 deaths from cholera, making a total of 2,200 
deaths from this disease since the beginning of October. 

Spread of tuberculosis and preventive measures against it. 

[Extract from the Gesundheitsbiichlein, published by the imperial health office, 

Berlin, Germany.] 

December 24, 1902. 

Since Eobert Koch discovered the bacillus tuberculosis, much more 
reliable data has been obtained as to the way in which the disease is 
disseminated. Although it is well known that a predisposition to 
tuberculosis is transmitted from parents to children, and that an ordi- 
nary cold may prepare the way for phthisis, the cause of the infection 
is now generally sought in the transmission of living germs. It has 
been demonstrated that these germs pass out of the patients' bodies with 
their excretions (sputa, excreta from the bowels, etc.) and still retain 
their power of infection, so that the danger of conveying the disease 
still exists a long time after they have dried. These germs have been 
discovered in the dust of sleeping apartments and other rooms used by 
patients suffering with tuberculosis, and many eases of this disease have 
thus been traced from living with such patients or among the occupiers 
of dwellings formerly tenanted by them. It is now known that murrain, 
a common disease among cattle, is in reality tuberculosis, and it has, 
therefore, been claimed that the disease is spread among children by 
the milk of diseased cows. 

In view of the above facts, it is advisable that the excretions of tuber- 
cular patients should be rendered inocuous; that the danger arising 
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from the intercourse of such patients with healthy persons should be 
avoided as much as possible, and that the use of milk containing tubercle 
bacilli should be prohibited. To accomplish these objects the following 
rules should be carried out: 

1., All persons, but particularly those suffering with tuberculosis, 
should deposit their sputum in spittoons. These vessels should contain 
either liquids which will prevent the sputa from becoming dry and 
turning to dust, or substances which are readily burned, such as saw- 
dust. They should be cleared at least once daily, and the contents 
rendered inocuous by combustion or disinfection. "When it is not pos- 
sible to use a spittoon, in walking through the streets for example, 
patients should carry little bottles with them for the reception of sputum. 
They should not expectorate upon the ground or into pocket hand- 
kerchiefs. 

2. Patients' linen and utensils should be thoroughly boiled after use. 
Their rooms should be disinfected before being occupied by other people. 

3. Booms occupied by consumptives should be kept free from dust. 

4. Consumptives and healthy persons should not be allowed to sleep 
in the same rooms or beds, and the employment of persons suffering 
with tuberculosis in cooking or selling of food, cigars, etc., should be 
avoided as far as possible. Where consumptives are obliged to work 
with healthy people, the foreman of the works should make the observ- 
ance of the first rule obligatory on all work-people. 

5. The sale of the milk of tubercular cows should be prohibited. It 
is not advisable to drink unboiled milk unless it can be obtained from 
an absolutely reliable source. 

The Surgeon- General. 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 
Monthly report. 

Honolulu, H. I., December 10, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following report of quarantine 
transactions in the Hawaiian Islands for the month of November, 1902 : 

Port of Honolulu — Incoming quarantine. — Number of vessels inspected 
from foreign ports, 16 ; domestic ports, 18 ; number of crew inspected, 
3,332 ; cabin passengers inspected, 740 ; steerage passengers and stow- 
aways inspected, 3,890 ; sick in detention from last month, none; num- 
ber in detention from last month, none; sick in detention for this 
month, none ; number in detention for this month, none ; pieces of bag- 
gage disinfected, none ; packages of freight disinfected, none. 

Port of Eilo. — Number of vessels inspected, 4 ; crew inspected, 40 ;. 
passengers inspected, 9 ; vessels remanded, none. 

Port of Kahului. — Number of vessels inspected, none ; crew inspected, 
none ; passengers inspected, none ; vessels remanded, none. 

Port of Kihei. — Number of vessels inspected, 1; crew inspected, 18; 
passengers inspected, none ; vessels remanded, none. 

Port of Koloa. — Number of vessels inspected, none; crew inspected, 
none ; passengers inspected, none ; vessels remanded, none. 

Port of Lahaina. — Number of vessels inspected, none ; crew inspected, 
none; passengers inspected, none; vessels remanded, none. 

Eespectfully, L. B. Gofer, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, Chief Quarantine Officer, Hawaii. 

The Surgeon-General. 



